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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Carlton. 


Gentlemen, 

I will  commence  this  my  Sixteenth  Annual  Report 
by  making*,  as  on  former  occasions,  brief  reference  to 
the  characteristics  of  the  district  and  its  tu-o  main 
divisions,  Carlton  and  Netherfield,  and  their  inhabitants. 

The  area  of  the  whole  District,  which  is  contig*uous 
to  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  is  1,400  acres,  the  size  of 
each  of  the  two  divisions  1 am  unable  to  furnish.  The 
drainage  svstem  generally  is  a dual  one,  both  sew^erage 
and  surface  water  drains  being  in  use.  A constant 
supply  of  pure  drinking*  water  is  procured  from  the 
Notting*ham  Corporation,  who  also  provide  the  district 
with  gas.  Carlton,  towards  the  West,  is  situated  at  the 
top  of  and  on  the  side  of  a long  hill,  and  Eastwards  on 
the  flat  at  its  base  ; its  main  Street  extends  to  upwards  of 
a mile-and-a-half  in  length.  The  subsoil  of  Carlton  is 
generally  cla)*.  One  part,  which  is  becoming  rapidly 
populated,  towards  the  extreme  North  West,  ^dz  : the 
Porchester  Estate,  lies  rather  remotely  from  the  main 
thoroughfare  and  greater  portion  of  the  inhabitants. 
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Carlton  has  a rather  mixed  population  of  a few- 
well-to-do,  a few  more  fairly  w^ell,  and  a very  many 
badlv-off  people.  A large  number  of  the  inhabitants  and 
their  ancestors  for  generations  back,  have  worked  indoors, 
the  men  as  framework  knitters,  and  the  females  at 
seaming,  &c.  Many  of  both  sexes  are  now"  employed  at 
wairehouses  and  factories  in  Nottingham  and  Netherfield; 
the  brickyards  and  raihvays  find  employment  for  other 
men.  There  are  a larger  number  of  old  people  in  Carlton 
than  in  Netherfield. 

In  Netherfield,  which  is  level  throughout  and 
lower  than  Carlton,  the  subsoil  is  gravel.  A large 
proportion  of  the  male  inhabitants  in  this  division  find 
employment  on  the  raihvays,  such  individuals  are  generally 
of  good  physique,  strong  and  healthy,  many  of  them 
having  come  from  rural  districts,  and  passed  a medical 
examination  on  entering*  such  service.  There  are  here 
and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  some  large  steam  printing, 
cotton  doubling,  hosiery,  and  lace  factories.  I think  I 
am  correct  in  saying*  that  the  badly-off  element  are 
almost  entirely  absent. 

In  both  divisions  a large  number  of  new*  houses 
have  been  erected  during  the  last  year  or  so,  more  I 
should  sa}*  in  Netherfield  than  Carlton  ; in  the  latter  a 
few  old  dilapidated  dwellings  which  were  an  eyesore,  and 
had  been  unoccupied  for  a long*  time,  have  in  some  cases 
been  restored,  and  iii  others  pulled  down  and  replaced 
bv  new--  houses 


During'  the  year,  practically,  every  house  was 
occupied  ; Nottingham,  through  the  demolition  of  house 
property  there,  to  make  way  for  the  new  railway, 
contributed  a good  share  of  the  increase  of  population. 

Tub  closets  are  in  general  use,  middens  being 
rapidly  done  away  with  ; there  are  a few  water  closets 
in  the  better  class  of  houses,  and  baths  are  being 
generally  provided  in  new  property.  As  I have  recently 
stated,  there  are  instances  of  insufficient  closet  accommo- 
dation, no  less  than  one  tub  closet  to  each  house  is 
necessary. 

The  scavenging  has  been  far  from  perfect  during 
the  past  year,  the  large  amount  of  work  not  having  been 
satisfactorily  done.  No  system  can  be  effective  without 
a sufficient  staff  of  competent  men  are  employed,  with 
suitable  appliances  under  proper  supervision,  and  a 
correct  register  of  work  to  be  done  and  accomplished  be 
kept.  Very  numerous  have  been  the  complaints  respecting' 
the  irregularity  with  which  tubs  and  ashpits  have  been 
emptied. 

The  usual  tables  relating  to  population,  births, 
deaths,  infectious  sickness,  &c.,  are  to  be  found  at  the 
end  of  this  report. 

With  regard  to  the  population,  I find  that  at 
Midsummer  last  there  were  1,042  dwellings  in  Carlton, 
and  722  in  Netherfield.  Allowing  five  persons  for  each 
house,  the  number  for  Carlton  would  be  5,210,  and 
Netherfield  3,610,  a total  of  8,820.  But  in  Carlton  there 
are  more  houses  occupied  by  less  than  the  average 
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mentioned  than  in  Netherfield,  there  are  however  a few 
larg’er  houses  in  Carlton  having'  a higher  average.  My 
estimate  for  the  Midsummer  of  the  previous  year  was,  for 
Carlton  4,200,  and  Netherfield  3,300,  or  a total  of  7,500  ; 
which  I now  think  was  much  too  low,  especially  for  the 
former  division,  considering  the  number  of  occupied 
dwellings.  Taking  everything  into  consideration,  I 
think  I shall  be  near  the  mark  if  I estimate  the  total 
population  at  Midsummer  as  8,500,  assigning  4,900  to 
Carlton,  that  is  300  less  than  5 per  house  average,  and 
the  remainder  3,600  or  the  full  average  to  Netherfield, 
A census  is  the  only  means  of  arriving  at  accuracy  in  this 
matter.  It  should  be  explained  that  the  occupants  of  the 
new  wing  of  the  Borough  Asylum  are  not  now  in  this 
registration  district,  and  are  therefore  left  out  of  my 
estimate  and  calculations. 

During*  the  year  there  were  275  births  in  the 
whole  district,  137  males  and  138  females,  the  number  of 
females  exceeding  the  males  by  i only,  of  these  births 
152  were  in  Carlton,  and  123  in  Netherfield.  There  were 
14  illegitimate  births,  10  in  Carlton,  and  4 in  Netherfield, 
as  against  5 in  Carlton  and  2 in  Netherfield,  in  the 
previous  year.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  district  was 
32*31 — for  Carlton  31*02,  and  Netherfield  34*07.  There 
were  1 1 1 deaths,  and  a death  rate  of  13*04,  as  against  1 13 
and  15*06  in  1896.  In  Carlton  there  were  79  deaths,  and 
a death  rate  of  16*16;  in  Netherfield  32  deaths,  and  a 
death  rate  of  8*8.  This  disparity  with  regard  to  the  death 
rateSof  the  two  divisions  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
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first  instance,  by  the  removal  by  death  of  a number  of  old 
people,  of  which  there  is  comparative!}^  a superfluity  at 
Carlton,  for  no  less  than  15  persons  over  65  years  of  age 
died  in  this  division,  as  against  none  such  in  Netherfield  ; 
and  secondly,  there  were  35  deaths  of  children  under  i 
year  of  age  in  Carlton,  but  only  18  such  in  Netherfield, 
or  almost  twice  as  many  in  the  former  division  ; and  i 
can  only  attribute  this  inequality  to  the  fact  that  poverty, 
with  all  its  attendant  deprivations  and  other  discomforts, 
is  very  manifest  in  Carlton,  but  absent  in  Netherfield. 
The  difTerence  is  certainly  not  due  to  zymotic  causes,  as 
both  the  notifications  and  deaths  statistics  prove. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  i vear  of 
ag'e  is  the  one  deplorable  feature  of  the  death  returns, 
their  causes  were  as  follows  : 

Carlton.  Netherfield. 


Diarrhoea  ■ ■ " 5 

Tubercular  disease  of  bowels  5 o 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  - 2 3 

Whooping'  Cough  - - 2 i 

Premature  birth, 

Convulsions,  &c.  21  8 


7 uncertified  deaths  were  recorded,  6 in  Carlton  and  i in 
Netherfield.  Upwards  of  a fourth  of  the  whole  number 
of  deaths  was  due  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  ; 
the  greater  portion  of  these  deaths  from  pulmonary 
complaints  having  taken  place  in  May,  cold  winds  having 
been  at  that  time  much  in  evidence,  and  in  December, 
when  atmospheric  conditions  and  Influenza  were  a 
probable  cause.  The  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases 
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numbered  i8,  the  Zymotic  death  rate  having  been  2’ii, 
or  slightly  lower  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  but 
for  the  large  number  of  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea, 
which  is  frequently  caused  by  errors  of  diet,  would  have 
been  considerably  lower.  Of  these  deaths  from  Zymotic 
diseases,  lo  occurred  in  Carlton  and  8 in  Netherfield  ; 
the  Zymotic  death  rates  being  about  equal,  viz:  2*04  in 
the  former,  and  2*28  in  the  latter  division.  These 
Zymotic  fatalities  occurred  as  follows  : i from  Scarlatina 
in  Netherfield  ; i from  Measles  in  Carlton  ; fromWhooping 
Cough,  which  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
4 in  Carlton  and  i in  Netherfield.  Diarrhoea  caused  5 
deaths  in  Carlton  and  6 in  Netherfield,  this  disease  having 
been  very'^  common  in  the  Autumn.  The  hot  weather 
acting  on  the  drains  and  subsoil,  and  causing  fermentation 
of  food,  the  lack  of  a prompt  removal  of  night  soil  and 
refuse,  owing  to  defective  scavenging,  would  all  tend  to 
propogate  diarrhoea.  I am  afraid  also  another  cause 
may  have  been  the  less  frequent  flushing*  of  the  sewers 
about  that  particular  time,  owing  to  the  impression  that 
there  was  a scarcity^  of  water. 

There  were  5 deaths  from  Phthisis,  2 in  Carlton 
and  3 in  Netherfield  ; in  the  previous  }’ear  there  were  no 
less  than  1 1 deaths  from  this  cause  in  the  district. 

Influenza  caused  4 deaths,  3 in  Carlton  and  i in 
Netherfield.  There  was  i death  due  to  injury^ 

Cancer  caused  only  i death,  as  against  4 in  the 
previous  year. 
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There  were  49  notifications  of  Infectious  diseases, 


as  follows  : 


Carlton. 

Netherfield. 

Scarlatina 

I 

10 

Diphtheria 

2 

CS 

Typhoid  Fever 

- a-V 

Erysipelas 

2 ^ 

£ 

5 

Totals  1 2 

3^ 

From  February  5th  to  May  iith,  a period  of  over  3 
months,  there  were  no  notifications  at  all.  The  largest 
number  of  notifications  of  Scailatina  in  any  one  month 
was  in  October,  when  there  were  5 ; neither  this  nor  any 
other  infectious  disease  has  been  epidemic.  The  largest 
number  of  Diphtheria  cases  were  in  September  and 
November,  4 in  each  month.  Affections  of  the  throat 
seem  to  have  found  a congenial  home  in  Netherfield,  at 
least,  if  the  statistics  of  the  past  year  are  any  guide.  It 
is  very  essential  that  surface  drainage  in  that  division 
should  be  as  perfect  as  possible,  as  dampness  undoubtedly 
encourages  such  complaints. 

Drains  on  some  properties  are  defective  through 
being  too  long  and  having  too  slight  gradients,  any 
subsidence  exaggerating  the  defect  ; shorter  and  steeper 
drains  would  be  preferable.  In  some  parts  surface  water 
drains  are  absent,  or  placed  in  such  a position  as  to  be 
useless,  an  unwholesome  dampness  is  the  consequence, 
especially  in  a low  lying  level  district.  Iron  D traps, 
in  connection  with  sewer  drains,  are  being  replaced,  to 
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a great  extent,  by  gulleys,  and  I hope  that  in  time  the 
former  will  become  obsolete.  As  I have  frequently 
pointed  out,  owing  to  the  attentions  ignorantly, 
though  with  good  intent,  paid  to  these  iron  traps,  they 
become  loose  and  dangerous  to  health.  Many  a good 
housewife  has  described,  with  a certain  degree  of  pride, 
how  she  has  regularly  taken  up  the  D Trap,  and 
thoroughly  scoured  and  washed  it,  and  probably  she  has 
been  urged  to  do  this  more  frequently  on  account  of 
the  escape  of  sewer  g'as,  in  consequence  of  her  first 
interference  with  it. 

The  liquid  in  the  dyke,  near  the  Great  Northern 
Station  at  Colwick,  is  filthy  and  almost  stagnant,  owing 
to  the  reception  of  sewerage  from  certain  factories  in  the 
adjoining  district  ; this  requires  attention. 

There  has  not  been  a single  case  of  Small  Pox, 
for  which  we  should  be  very  thankful,  inasmuch  as 
vaccination  is  almost  a “dead  letter;”  having  no  Isolation 
Hospital,  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  which  might  follow 
the  introduction  of  a single  case,  would,  I fear,  cause 
incalculable  suffering  and  expense. 

The  Necessity  of  an  Isolation  Hospital  should  not 
be  lost  sight  of,  and  inquiries  might  be  made  with  regard 
to  the  most  suitable  provision  for  this  district. 

In  addition  to  a general  inspection  of  properties 
throughout  the  district,  special  visits  were  paid  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself  to  dwellings  where 
the  infectious  diseases  were  located,  and  necessary  steps 
taken  to  remedy  defects  and  prevent  extension. 


The  Bakehouses  and  Slaughterhouses  have  been 
inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  tound  to  be 
in  the  main  satisfactory. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  have  dealt  with  a large 
number  of  nuisances,  such  as  necessarily  present  them- 
selves from  time  to  time  in  a populous  district,  and  if  my 
memory  is  correct,  no  extreme  measures  have  been 
requisite  in  dealing  with  them. 

I have  examined  4 samples  of  well  water,  i being 
slightly  and  3 much  polluted  ; necessary  steps  were  taken 
to  provide  good  water. 

The  sewers  have  been  flushed  and  the  roads 
watered  during  the  summer,  but  as  before  mentioned, 
owing  to  a supposed  scarcity  of  water  in  consequence  of 
the  long  continued  dry  weather,  not  so  frequently  as 
was  desirable. 

Improvements  have  been  effected  in  Mount 
Pleasant  Road,  South  Cliff  Road,  and  Stone  Pit  Road, 
and  still  greater  will  be  those  in  connection  with  all  the 
private  streets,  many  of  which  have  been  for  a long  time 
in  a bad  state,  and  which  the  Council  have  arranged  to 
carry  out  in  the  immediate  future. 

A sewer  has  recently  been  laid  down  in  Cromwell 
Street,  this  has  been  greatly  needed,  and  will  be  a boon 
to  that  neighbourhood,  besides  removing  one  cause  of 
the  pollution  of  the  brook.  Amongst  other  improvements^ 
may  be  mentioned  the  provision  of  a new  street  sweeping 
brush,  2 more  ventilating  shafts,  a fire  brig'ade  and  hose 
cart. 


Althoug'h  much  has  been  done,  it  is  no  time  for 
rest,  there  will  be  plenty  of  work  in  perfecting  what  we 
have  and  keeping'  up  with  the  requirements  of  the  future. 
It  is  no  exag'geration  to  say  that  in  this  growing  district 
a large  amount  of  responsibility  devolves  upon  the 
sanitary  authority  and  its  officers,  and  I have  no  hesitation 
in  asserting  that  all  concerned  have  worked  harmoniously 
and  effectively  together  during  the  past  year. 

Thanking  you,  gentlemen,  and  my  fellow  officers, 
for  the  consideration  and  courtesy  I have  always  received, 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  T.  KNIGHT, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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in  the  whole  District. 


1.868. 

1889. 

1890. 

1891.; 

1892. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1890. 

1897.. 

Small  Pox... 

0 

0 

0 

0 ! 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

3 

1 

1 

4 

0 

1 

0 

12 

1 

Scarlatina  ... 

o 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

1 

1 

Diphtheria .. 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1 

0 

Croup 

Whooping 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•4 

o 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 

Cough 

Typhoid 

1 

5 

5 

4 

4 

0 

8 

0 

1 

f) 

Fever  

Diarrhoea  & 

0 

2 

py 

1 

8 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Dysentery 

] 

1 

1 

0 

5 

4 

1 

6 

2 

1 i 

Rheumatic 

Fever  

] 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

(.1 

Erysipelas  . . . 
Puerperal 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

O' 

Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Phthisis 

Bronchitis, 

12 

9 

8 

5 

8 

14 

12 

5 

1 1 

5 

Pneumonia, 
& Pleurisy.. 

17 

18 

22 

10 

18 

20 

15 

20 

10 

25 

Heart 

Disease  .... 
All  other 

10 

7 

14 

12 

9 

4 

12 

8 

9 

5 

diseases  & 
injuries  ... 

57 

47 

48 

02 

71 

36 

58 

80 

02 

58 

Totals... 

103 

94 

103 

107 

124 

90 

114 

138 

113 

111 

General 

1 

Death  Rates 

15-6 

14-58 

15-37 

15-47 

10-81  13-04 

10-28 

18-9 

15-00 

13-04 

Zymotic 

Death  Rates 

•9 

2-01 

1 -61 

1-73 

2-5 

2-3 

2-28 

3-4 

2-5 

2-11 

hi  umber  of 

i 

regd.  births. 

i 288 

259 

277 

240 

233 

209 

249 

i 225 

257 

275 

Birth  Ptates. . 

I43*63d0-19 

41-34  35-5 

.34-36 

38-98 

35-57i30-82 

34-26 

32-31 

i.>eatns  of 

1 

infants 
under  1 
year  of  age 

! 

i 

! 

43 

28 

32 

34 

41 

35 

40 

29 

53 

Death  rate  of 

infants  undei 
1 year  of  age 
per  1,000 
lurths  regd.. . 

149 

108 

; 115 

138 

175 

122 

1 140 

177 

112 

193 

